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GeaSphere

• Established in Mapumlanga in 1999

• Primary Focus is impact of industrial tree 
plantations on people and the environment

• Promotes sustainable livelihoods 

• Promotes sustainable of Water and 
Energy use

• Offices in Mapumalanga and 
KwaZuluNatal in South Africa, Maputo 
Mozambique and Swaziland



Too little Too late

• In 2003 was part of study tour to Denmark with 
DME officials and parliamentarians

• Government  not serious in commitment to 
renewable energy.

• Still waiting for the Govt contribution to joint 
report

• “Energy Crisis”

• Flawed process IRP 2010

• Allow the corporates and multinationals to 

dictate energy costs and energy needs.



Water and Energy

• Water is life – without water we will die

• MOUs to supply Eskom

• Medupi  water efficient ?

• Scrubbers not in place at start up

• Water required for scrubbers and myth of 

clean coal

No Such thing as Clean Coal it’s a Myth



Impacts of Coal

South Africa’s Water Resources under 
threat Acid Mine DrainageSouth Africa’s watershed under threat



Decentralized Energy 

• “Energy Crisis” 2008

• Transmission problems

• Small is beautiful

• Don’t see encouragement for local energy 

supply projects as IPPs and small mini 

grids

• Studies have been done by NGOs 

promoting theses options



Importing Energy

• Impacts of Base load imports large Hydro

- Mozambique

- Social and Environmental

- Mphanda Nkuwa is opposed locally and 

regionally by civil Society

- DRC Pipedreams

- Inga Rehabilitation I & II

- BHP Biliton takes care of WESTCOR and Iinga 

III



Nuclear 

• PBMR cost the Earth 

• Conventional Nuclear – Finland Reactor 

way over cost

• Uranium legacy 

• We paying the cost in terms of water 

Quality

• We will continue to pay the cost of     

waste and decommissioning



Solutions

• We need to increase the energy efficiency 
component studies have shown that this 
alone can solve some of the problems

• Look at decentralized energy and CHP 
options 

• Look mirco hydro projects and small hydro 
projects in all new water projects

-Western Aqueduct

- Maguga Dam Swaziland



Thank you

• Contacts

KZN, Energy &Water

Bryan Ashe

KZN Coordiantor

37 Ester Roberts Rd

Glenwwood

e-mail: earthbryan@gmail.com

Cell: 0826521533

Tel: 031-2015255

National Coordinator

Phillip Owen

Postal Address:

Box 14842

Nelspruit 1200,

South Africa

Tel: +27 (0) 13 7335267

Mobile: +27 (0) 73 0980867

E-mail: owen@soft.co.za
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